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Understanding the world today

INTRODUCTION

Knowledge is not a passive product of learning that can be 
possessed, but rather it represents an active engagement 
with ideas, arguments and the world in which they reside. 
¢Ƙƛǎ ŜƴƎŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ŀ ǎǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ ΨƪƴƻǿƛƴƎΩ ςa complex, 
integrative, reciprocal process that unites the knower with 
the to-be-known. 

Slide: 2



MY CONTEXT

STEMM specialist institution 

with faculties of Engineering, 

Natural Sciences and Medicine

IMPERIAL COLLEGE

Modules within Imperial Horizons 

that challenge students to create 

meaningful change in the world

CHANGE MAKERS

Cross faculty programme to 

broaden undergraduate learning 

IMPERIAL HORIZONS

The curriculum design 

approach developed within 

Change Maker modules

LIVE, LOVE, LEARN
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LIVE, LOVE, LEARN

All learning is tailored to generate 

authentic interactions between the 

students, teacher and topic

AUTHENTICITY

Explicit, practical, kinaesthetic, 

emotional, democratic, reflexive and 

dynamic classes

ACTIVE LEARNING

Students retain independence 

to direct their own learning and 

make active choices 

STUDENT EMPOWERED

Working methods and skill 

development are prioritised 

over content and product

PROCESS-BASED
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Bringing the student into the equation

THE CHALLENGE IS TO CREATE óKNOWINGô
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INFORMATION + KNOWING = KNOWLEDGE



CASE STUDY

�‡ Team based learning 

�‡ students work in fixed teams throughout 

�‡ students work through a repeating cycle 

of tasks to facilitate:

�‡ discovery

�‡ knowledge building

�‡ application

�‡ Students explore disasters to consider 
whether we can learn from history to protect 
the future of civilization

�‡ Chernobyl

�‡ LA Riots

�‡ 2004 Indian Ocean Tsunami

�‡ BSE and HIV/AIDS

�‡ Team Choice

�‡ Class Choice

3RD/4TH  YEAR UG MODULE
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LESSONS FROM HISTORY


