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Compared to other areas of educational practice, Higher Education is perhaps less theorised – or it may be the case that there is only a relatively small number of theories dominating the terrain. My aim in this presentation is to explore this state of affairs in a bit more detail. I will do this in relation to three issues. One is the important distinction between theorising ‘from the inside out’ – theorising, to put it briefly, that is committed to the improvement of educational practices and processes within Higher Education – and theorising ‘from the outside in’ – theorising that approaches Higher Education as a ‘phenomenon’, for analytical and/or more critical purposes. The question here is what kind of theories are being used in these two different ‘modes’ of theorising, what kind of theories might be used, and how should we understand the relationship between theorising in these two different modes. The second issue has to do with the question of normativity. What do we do when we engage in theoretical work in, on and for Higher Education, what are the effects and, more importantly, what are the intentions? Do we engage in theory and theorising for ‘cognitive’ or normative and political reasons? How should we understand this spectrum? The third issue has to do with the question in what ways and/or to what extent Higher Education is different from other educational domains and what this might imply for theory and theorising. The ambition of my presentation is to help sharpening up the discussion about theory and theorising in, on and for Higher Education.
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