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Symposium: ‘Academic practices, literacies and identities’


This symposium focuses on an emerging area of HE research and practice – an area built on connections between academic practice and academic literacies. The two areas of activity share a number of common interests, but it is only recently that attempts have been made to build on these potentialities to generate new insights into the practices and identities of higher education lecturers. The research projects featured in the symposium are examples of recent work in this emerging area. The symposium is also an opportunity for colleagues to discuss the implications and future development of the area in relation to both research and practice.


Literacies and identities: Assessing academic professional practice – Mary R. Lea (Open University)�This presentation will explore issues of writer identity on a Postgraduate Certificate in Academic Practice for HE teachers. It will examine how emergent genres of writing on this course index literacy practices around academic and professional identities. It will raise questions about the inherent tension between professional practice-based knowledge and theorised written assessment of that knowledge as these are negotiated and contested by different participants, both teachers and ‘students’. Their values about writing in relation to their own professional identity and the models of writing associated with their professional field – in addition to their own disciplinary identities – all suggest a contested space for developing academic practice.


Literacy artefacts, symbolic objects and emergent identities – Lesley Gourlay (Institute of Education)�This presentation will describe a ‘Preparing for Academic Practice’ CETL study into the transition experiences of new lecturers in a UK post-92 university, entering from established careers in professional or clinical practice. It will focus on their orientations towards HE literacy practices and objects, and accounts of the dominant working practices, values and ideologies of their original professional contexts. It will argue that the perceived mismatch of values between the two render scholarship and academic writing a site of intense struggle, centred not only on participation in the valorised practices of higher education, but also on fragile emergent academic identities. 


Changing academic identities in changing academic workplaces: learning from academics’ everyday professional writing practices - Mary R. Lea (Open University) & Barry Stierer (University of Westminster)


In analysing interviews with university lecturers, focused on their everyday workplace writing practices, we were struck by the disjunctions between the notions of identity emerging from the analysis, and some of the conceptions of identity informing much of the available research and scholarship into academic identities. We have consequently been drawn to bodies of work that frame identity as pluralistic, context-specific and fluid, and more specifically in terms of textual practice. The presentation will consider three main themes emerging from this analysis: ‘reconstructing academic identities in a shifting academic workplace’; ‘considering new articulations of disciplinarity’; and ‘moving on from “golden age” narratives’.
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NETWORK EVENT BOOKING –SRHE NETWORK EVENTS ARE OPEN TO ALL –Network Events are free to SRHE members as part of their member package. The delegate fee for non members is £25/£20 students


For booking and payment please contact Nicola Manches – � HYPERLINK "mailto:nmanches@srhe.ac.uk" ��nmanches@srhe.ac.uk� 0207 447 2525

















