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Academic Practice Network
 The challenges of collaborative work in the Academy
SRHE 44 Bedford Row, London, WC1R 4LL

29th April 1pm – 4pm

This seminar will consist of two presentations addressing the challenges of collaborative work, and offering strategies to make this a reality of academic life.

Addressing division within the academy: A model of collaborative working for higher education

Lorraine Walsh, University of Dundee and Peter Kahn, University of Liverpool

Lorraine Walsh is an Assistant Director in the Library & Learning Centre at the University of Dundee, with responsibility for educational development. Her main research interests are in disciplinary identities and collaborative practice. Her most recent book, with Peter Kahn, is Collaborative Working in Higher Education (Routledge, 2009).
Peter Kahn is an Educational Developer in the Centre for Lifelong Learning at the University of Liverpool, where he co-directs the MA in Learning and Teaching in Higher Education. As well as collaborative working, his research interests include relationships between structure and agency in higher education.

We present a model, detailed at length in Walsh and Kahn (2009), which was developed through a theoretical synthesis of perspectives from a body of literature and experience on collaborative working. It draws on critical realist perspectives, including Bhaskar’s (1998) notions of stratification in social reality. Our presentation will focus on professional dialogue and social structures with a view to stimulating discussion around the role of collaborative working as an informed and meaningful approach in addressing the current challenges to cohesion of academic practice.

"Living on the ceiling": how and why interdisciplinarity turns everything upside down

Jason Davies, University College London

Jason Davies is Senior Teaching Fellow in University College London's Centre for the Advancement of Learning and Teaching , where he is the Programme Leader for their MA Education. His interests are interdisciplinarity and the negotiation and praxis of knowledge systems.

This talk will give a sketch of the dynamics specific to interdisciplinary work and evoke the way that disciplinary norms are (completely) inverted, leading to enormous difficulties in collaboration. It will outline ways that `the disciplined' can work together to survive in -- or even thrive in -- interdisciplinary settings.

Network Convenors: Prof. Paul Blackmore (KCL) and Prof. Joëlle Fanghanel (Thames Valley University)

NETWORK EVENT BOOKING: Academic Practice Network                                                                                   Thursday 29th April 2010 
Network Events are free to SRHE members as part of their membership package.

There is delegate fee for non-members is £25/£20 students 
I wish to attend the above network meeting (Please circle as appropriate)
 

· I am an SRHE member.  My SRHE membership no is …………..

· I wish to join SRHE now and attend this event at no charge 
    IND £98         STU £28        RTD £38
· I wish to attend this event and enclose a cheque for £25 (£20 for students)

· Please charge my credit/debit card

Please note that places must be booked in advance and that a £20 cancellation fee will be charged for any delegate if no prior notification of alteration is given.
Card Type: (VISA, MC, DELTA)                                             
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Name _______________________________/Institution/Business________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tel/email: __________________________________________________________________________________________

Please return the tear-off slip with payment to Franco Carta, SRHE 44 Bedford Row, London, WC1R 4LL
     Email: srheoffice@srhe.ac.uk       Tel: 020 7447 2525      Fax: 020 7447 2526      http://www.srhe.ac.uk. 
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