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Valuing Inclusivity: The Impact On Frameworks For Assessment (0040) 
This paper draws on developing theory regarding assessment and marking (Shay 2005; O’Donovan et al 2008; Sadler, 2008) to explore the impact of staff values on marking. Whilst drawing on an ‘extreme’ case of provision for students with complex disabilities, it identifies issues of wider relevance in terms of how values regarding inclusion are revealed in staff practices.

UK law requires ‘reasonable adjustments’ for disabled. In this case, an arts module was designed specifically for students with disabilities, planned in conjunction with a specialist FE College. Data collection included observation of teaching, interviews with staff, students and learning support staff, recordings of two academic team discussions and a questionnaire on moderation issues completed by staff.

The data revealed a tension between valuing academic standards and inclusivity. Staff were acutely aware of problems of ‘authenticity’ of students’ assignments and they approached marking by recasting student achievement as different rather than inferior, altering their interpretation of the criteria and narrowing expectations.

The paper considers whether this recasting of standards illuminates the problematic nature of standards and assessment criteria in higher education. One explanation of what was taking place in this module is that the staff were interpreting the semantically ‘loose’ learning outcomes and grade descriptors in the light of their values regarding how such students’ performance could be judged. The paper will discuss whether tools (e.g. grade descriptors), designed specifically to create consistency in standards, are giving staff the flexibility to make judgements in a more inclusive way, or is this ambiguity in criteria merely disguising a lowering of standards?
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