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Twelve Tribes of English Youth (0229) 
Using several data sources we count and map every 18-21 year-old in 1058 areas of England, in the domains of further education, higher education, and work. These domains are further divided; in HE we use counts of those going to elite universities, older universities, and new universities from each area.
The Higher Education data comes from work done by Mark Corver of HEFCE (Corver, 2005). The data identifies categories of HE institutions. In the FE sector we use the Individual Learner Record. For the rest we rely on census data.
This is a comprehensive account of what 18-21 year-olds are doing with their lives. These four years are crucial ones, at which the population is most clearly divided. It is also the new battleground group, the period immediately after the end of what is going to be compulsory education.
Our work builds on previous work on inequalities in HE and beyond. Mark Corver’s work showed that HE participation was influenced by a number of factors, most significantly precisely where in the country you were living at age 15. Stephen Ball also argues that class inequalities in education are heading back towards Victorian levels (Ball, 2008). Ainley (2007) contests the assertion that increasing the age of compulsory education will level the playing field.
Our maps of what 18-21 year-olds are doing show remarkable geographical mosaics. We utilise cartograms and traditional maps.
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