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Challenges for International Student Recruitment in Irish Universities (0281) 
International student recruitment in Ireland is still in its infancy, particularly in comparison with other English-speaking countries. However, Ireland’s popularity has been increasing and the numbers of registered non-Irish students more than doubled between 2002 and 2007 (IEBI 2008). Yet Ireland remains on the periphery of international student mobility, and there is a lack of coordinated, strategic planning to export Irish higher education on a larger scale.

This paper will discuss the results of a research project which explores the challenges that Ireland faces if international recruitment is to increase further. The focus will be a case study that has a number of intriguing characteristics: the university (NUIG) has an important regional function, given its status as a bilingual university within the Gaeltacht (Irish speaking region) and through its strong community partnership links. The international student groups recruited to NUIG (10% of student population) are dominated by North Americans, Malaysians and European nationals. The current strategy to recruit high quality postgraduate international students from other countries may create some tensions within a university that has traditionally focused on locally-based, undergraduate recruitment.

If Irish universities are to pursue a strategy of increased student recruitment, many challenges need to be addressed. Difficulties with student visas and inadequate accommodation, for example, are leaving Ireland as a less than desirable destination. Also, will international students be valued as an opportunity for economic gain, or greater multicultural inclusivity through an international ethos (De Vita and Case 2003)? How will Irish universities balance their regional roles with international strategies? Can the export of Irish higher education achieve the levels of other English speaking countries?
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