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The Research Question: Challenges of Conceptualization for Higher Degrees by Research international candidates (0369) 
Entering a research culture is a daunting task; for international candidates this takes on deeper significance. Confronted with a Western research culture, many face difficulty understanding research concepts and skills. Crafting and assimilating the concept of a research question is seen as a problematic area. Much of this can be attributed to historical and cross-cultural factors that can influence the learning approach for a student with a multiplicity of being (Kumar 2000). In a higher degree context, Kumar and Stacke (2007) indicate that successful induction is dependent upon two factors; close interaction between supervisor and candidate, and networking with peers. For international students, Kenway and Bullen (2003) foreground the complex interchange of educational and social issues that impact on learning. Similarly Krase (2007) discusses the social, cultural and political relationships that ESL graduates negotiate. These studies suggest an argument for a more structured approach to how international postgraduates comprehend what is required in their candidature. Using the curriculum of playful pedagogy and the concepts of cognitive dissonance (Festinger 2003) this paper outlines the structuring of an interactive online resources program that helps international candidates understand what is involved in conceptualizing a research question.
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