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Faith and the Student Experience (0379) 
In May 2008 Yorkshire Universities hosted an event entitled ‘Faith on campus: where does it fit?’ at the University of Bradford. The event recognized the growing importance of faith to the experience of many students and the choices they make regarding their higher education, as well as to drop out rates and the widening participation agenda. In my paper, I want to explore these issues further from an ethnographic perspective. I will raise a number of questions. How does faith affect potential student’s choices of where to study? It is widely assumed, for instance, that students who come from particular faith communities are more likely to choose to live at home during their studies. Ethnographic research could shed light on the importance of faith in this decision. If students of faith do live away from home, the type of accommodation on offer, whether it is mixed or single sex, catered or self-catering and whether appropriate worship facilities are available can be important factors in informing their choices. Religious faith may also affect the way in which students engage with the services on offer to them and participate in student life. For example, both Muslim and Evangelical Christian students have reported that in their experience events targeted at students tend to pre-suppose the consumption of alcohol. Abstaining from alcohol for religious reasons therefore affects their participation in these events. To understand the relation between faith and the student experience therefore requires the kind of rich, qualitative data that can be furnished by ethnographic study.

