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An inquiry into students' ways of knowing within a business undergraduate programme (0267) 
This paper describes an investigation (funded by the Higher Education Academy and the Institute for Chartered Accountants in England and Wales) into students' ways of knowing within a business undergraduate programme. The investigation builds on a wide range of research that has been conducted into university students' beliefs about knowledge (epistemologies) (Perry, 1970: Belenky, Clinchy, Goldberger and Tarule, 1986; Baxter Magolda, 1992). In particular it draws on the work of Baxter Magolda (1992) into ways of knowing. The investigation involved extended interviews with placement students (n = 11) at the commencement and in the latter stages of their work-based placements, and with final-year students (n=6) who had previously completed a placement. Where possible, interviews were conducted twice during the placement and the final year (a total of 32 interviews).

The findings show that ways of knowing could be identified, with absolute and transitional ways of knowing being predominant, confirming the findings of Baxter Magolda (1992). However, the context in which the research was conducted possesses features that appear to have a significant impact on the way in which these ways of knowing were manifested. These contextual features comprise: the motivation for studying for a degree, a positive attitude towards placement, a strong focus on the organization of learning and attention to the requirements of assessment. The paper concludes with a discussion of the implications of these findings, both for pedagogy and for future research.
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