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Where are values ‘situated’? Discourse/s of PgCert courses  (0279) 
We are arguably witnessing a gradual ‘turn’ towards the socially-situated in higher education enquiry, away from the ‘approaches to learning’ research and resultant typologies / models of learning. Growing emphases on aspects of student experience such as belonging, being and becoming bring greater recognition of the context-specific disciplinary epistemologies and practices, and complex interplays between language practices, learning, identity and power.
How these typologies have been interpreted has lead to asocial, transactional, and reductive conceptions of learning (Malcolm & Zukas 2001, Haggis 2003), while the ‘learning outcomes’ approach has been critiqued as imprecise, overly generic and restrictive (Hussey & Smith 2002); raising questions about the related concept of ‘constructive alignment’. Arguably, these constructs have come to represent a developmental orthodoxy in higher education. However, if our research knowledge is becoming more pluralistic, critical and fine-grained, then these theoretical foundations begin to look shaky.
In order to investigate the impact of these perspectives and critiques, a Critical Discourse Analysis approach (Fairclough 1992) was applied to mission statements, aims and learning outcomes of 20 UK-based PgCert courses across a range of institutions. The analysis will focus on how actors are positioned, the extent to which the ‘approaches to learning’ paradigm is embodied in the discourse versus more ‘situated’ perspectives, and the values concerning higher education which are privileged or elided as a result. Implications for programme development will be discussed.
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