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From Undergraduate Journals to Student Intern Schemes: Valuing Undergraduate Research in the New University Sector (0273) 
What is the value of undergraduates doing research? Are we training the best students to go forward to postgarduate study, or does research have a value to learning in the broader sense (as Angela Brew, Mick Healey, Alan Jenkins and others have argued)? In the UK, these issues have been brought to the forefront of academic debate in some institutions following HEFCE's decision to make a three-year investment in research-informed teaching in the new universities. Now that funding period is in its final months, what have we gained from refocusing attention on undergraduates as researchers and what potential is there to sustain a culture of undergraduate research in a new university context?

This paper approaches the problem by focusing on two key initiatives common to many universities' use of the HEFCE RiT fund: undergraduate journals and student intern schemes. These schemes use a 'beacon' strategy to foster a culture of undergraduate research, but in practice only benefit a small number of students. By replicating the meritocratic elitism that structures postgraduate and postdoctoral research, do we run the risk of creating new patterns of exclusion in learning, or will these competitive opportunities make in-roads into the University's wider research culture, encourage researchers to make more use of research in their teaching, and give students more opportunities to understand what research is?

The paper is based on the experience of running an undergraduate journal and a student intern scheme at the University of Central Lancashire, which used its HEFCE funding to establish a Centre for Research-informed Teaching.

