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Creativity: can it thrive in Higher Education? (0245) 
This paper will explore the issues raised by creativity in Higher Education in relation to the purposes of HE and the call of Martha Nussbaum to ‘Cultivate Humanity’.

The word ‘creativity’ has become a modern mantra and is seen by many as a panacea for a wide range of problems. It has even become embedded in the school curriculum and has been written into subject benchmarks in HE by the QAA. As a concept, ‘creativity’ may have become so broad as to be devalued (Negus and Pickering). However creativity involving the creation of new ideas or concepts is important to our society and to learners in education. Bohm the physicist sees creativity dependant on perception being able to recognise something new which requires a state of mind which is ‘attentive, alert, aware and sensitive’ and which does not impose existing preconceptions. This is very similar to the state which Mezirow says is necessary for transformational learning to take place.

Though these creative abilities are seen as important, their very nature involves risk and challenge to the status quo and established systems. Within HE there are pressures to conform to course requirements and as learners and education are increasingly commodified the pressures for staff and students to engage in knowledge transfer rather than creative learning, meaning making and discovery are overpowering. Is it possible to learn and teach creativity in contemporary Higher Education?
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