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‘Becoming an academic writer’: developing the value and identity of academic authors through a ‘community of practice’ approach (0243) 
This paper examines innovative approaches used by the Pedagogic Research and Scholarship Institute (PRSI) at the University of Gloucestershire to the develop academics as writers of pedagogic research - focusing on the writers rather than on the writing. This approach emphasizes methods that build their identities through the use of a ‘community of practice model’.

The acquisition of academic writing skills has been an assumed part of the career transition from PhD to published author (Murray, 2005). In parallel, there is an ongoing debate about whether certain elements of creative writing are innate and whether these can be taught (Harper & Krol, 2008). This may be because the skills can be assumed tacit and individual. Recent academic writing research suggests several direct and indirect benefits from valuing academics’ identities as writers, for example, in enhancing the education of students in academic writing (Kean, 2006).

This paper researches the PRSI writer development project and explores staff perceptions of the experience. It evaluates the extent to which the latest thinking in the development of creative writers can be applied to ‘academics as writers’. It concludes that relatively limited but targeted investment in schemes that value academics as writers can have considerable benefits for the individual and the institution.
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