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Curricula of Educational Development Programmes in England and Flanders: a Bernsteinian analysis  (0330) 
The expansion of educational development units in the UK and elsewhere has not coincided with a consensus concerning the aims, knowledge-base and methods of educational development. A third of the articles in the last five volumes of the International Journal for Academic Development concern the knowledge base and role of educational development. On the one side of the spectrum, it has been argued that there is a discernable knowledge base of/for educational development (Bath & Smith, 2004). Other practitioners are opposed to a separate academic identity and a demarcated knowledge-base (Grant, 2007).
This paper aims to contribute to this debate by empirically investigating the knowledge-base and curricula of educational development in two English and two Flemish universities.
As part of ongoing doctoral research, educational development sessions (32 in total) have been observed in 4 universities and semi-structured interviews with 25 educational developers have taken place. Bernstein's model of the pedagogic device (Bernstein 2000) is critically applied to understand the production and recontextualisation of knowledge, in particular how certain kinds of knowledge become ‘legitimate pedagogic communication’ in educational development contexts.
A preliminary analysis of the data suggests that the discourses of educational development activities vary considerably. Contrary to what has been argued, educational developers draw on a wide spectrum of discourses and do not limit themselves to the 'student learning' domain or instrumentalist approaches to teaching.
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