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The Activities of Research and Teaching (0303) 
Academic disciplines and their fields are an under-theorised context for the research-teaching nexus of universities. Knowledge management systems, academic identity and cultural practices situate research and teaching as different practices within diverse spheres of the university. Connections within and beyond the university may depend crucially upon ‘knowledge cultures’ (Peters and Beasley, 2006). Here, shared meanings, forms of communication and artefacts support the trust needed to develop communities of shared practice within the university organisation and into wider society.

The value of both research and teaching for academic practice is to view each as activities within diverse knowledge cultures. Such activity-based learning can be seen as a ‘contradiction’ between ‘objects’ and ‘objectives’ (Engestrom, 2001). These may not all be empirically discernible as the tacit becomes lost within the identifiable networks and artefacts in different ‘knowledge’ spaces. The transactions of researcher and teacher take place within a changing architecture of organisational learning in a situated workplace (hidden) curriculum shaped by broader policy considerations. The construction of academic work within this context becomes a ‘problem’ not of academic identity but of the identification of ‘valued’ economic labour in the university.

The value of integrating learning, teaching and research may be that conceptions of the subject and field become broader (Prosser and Trigwell, 1999). This could meet the policy expectations of the recent funding initiative but, more importantly, may challenge established divisions between knowledges and the learning processes through which they can be engaged in different contexts in a field.
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