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Introduction:
This paper will present research into the impact VQs have on Widening Participation (WP) and in particular on admissions practice in HEIs.

Methods:
The research used both quantitative (statistical analysis of UCAS data) and qualitative (analysis of focus group, course data, and survey data) methods to investigate the student experience of applying to HE with VQs.

The perceptions that admissions officers have of applicants were investigated, to understand whether the lack of information on entry requirements is part of a bigger lack of awareness about VQs. Applicants who entered the UCAS application cycle for 2008 entry were questioned about their perceptions and experiences.

There is a disconnection between the level of information made available for applicants with A-levels and those holding VQs in terms of entry requirements as stated by HEIs: while 93% of HEIs had information about entry requirements for applicants with A-levels, only 81% did for applicants holding Advanced VCEs, 83% for Advanced Double VCEs, 44% and 55% for BTEC National Certificates and National Diplomas respectively, and finally 21% and 24% for OCR National Diplomas and National Extended Diplomas respectively.

Discussion:
The discussion will focus on the knowledge and understanding of admissions officers about VQs, as highlighted by information gained from focus groups and UCAS course data.

References:
Connor , H. and Little, B. (2007) When will diversity of higher education mean diversity of entry routes for young people? Centre for Higher Education Research and Information, The Open University

Hoelscher, M., Hayward, G., Ertl, H. & Dunbar-Goddet, H. (2008) The Transition from Vocational Education and Training to Higher Education: A successful pathway? Research Papers in Education, 23: 2.

Unwin, L (2004) Growing beans with Thoreau: rescuing skills and vocational education from the UK's deficit approach. Oxford Review of Education Vol. 30, No. 1, March 2004.

