R3.2
Thursday 11th December


Session R
10.30-11.00
Programme number:  R3.2 
Research Domain: Student Experiences
Paul Greenbank, Claire Penketh
Edge Hill University, United Kingdom

‘I guess it must be up to me’ – Student reflections on the undergraduate dissertation (0149) 
The undergraduate dissertation has an accepted and established role in many degree programmes yet there is a wide range of practice in relation to this aspect of provision (Greenbank et al, 2008). Literature suggests that the dissertation has a significant position in terms of status and importance within the sector. Pepper et al (2001) use the term ‘capstone’ to position the dissertation as a central component of the undergraduate experience suggesting the summit or pinnacle, the highest point and culminating experience in relation to the undergraduate experience, where the very ‘essence’ of the degree programme is encapsulated. The ‘capstone’ concept also connected with concepts of quality and Pepper et al (2001:28) discuss the place of the dissertation in relation to academic standards.

It is appropriate then to reflect on the dissertation and the role that this has in enabling students to develop a range of working practices that enable them to be considered to be a graduate. As a product it can allow a student to demonstrate graduate attributes and as a series of processes it can provide the student with the appropriate learning opportunities to enable the development of such skills. Todd et al, (2004) discuss the role that the dissertation has in the promotion of independent learning, for example.

In our recent study students discussed their experiences of ‘doing’ (writing but also researching) their dissertation and it is possible to consider their responses in terms of the contribution the dissertation has made to their identity as a graduate and their experiences of this aspect of their higher education. This paper allows for a consideration of the ‘capstone’ concept from a student perspective enabling us to reflect on the position of the dissertation and the value students place on this aspect of their higher education experience.

