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The making of a market - how English Universities have set fees and bursaries for Home/EU undergraduates since 2006 (0066) 
When English universities were deciding how to price themselves to Home/EU undergraduates entering in 2006 (through a combination of fees charged and bursaries offered) they were working without a clear picture of the nature of the market in which they would be operating; hence they were lacking key information to inform their strategies and subsequent tactical choices.

It is perhaps not surprising therefore that, when setting fees, the great majority adopted the “safe” level of the permitted maximum, £3,000 – however, where bursaries were concerned, many sought to be more creative and develop offers intended to support recruitment, widening participation or other institutional objectives. This created a complex variety of packages, such that it is increasingly acknowledged that applicants are finding it difficult to differentiate between the details of schemes and understand what each would offer specifically to them. Students hence face a lack of key information about the market within which they are making choices.

I will use material collected in recent interviews to consider how university policies on fees and bursaries are developing, as institutions gain knowledge and experience of this new quasi-market; I will also discuss the roles that they believe consideration of price plays for the majority of applicants in choice of university and course, and how this reflected in current institutional decision-making.
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