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Reconsidering the value of disciplines: critical pedagogy perspectives (0276) 
This paper explores critical pedagogy’s attitudes towards disciplines in higher education. Critical pedagogy is a diverse body of thought which “has as its final aim changes in society in the direction of social justice”(McLean, 2006: 1). Focusing upon Giroux’s work on higher education (eg. Giroux, 1992; Giroux & Searls Giroux, 2004), this paper contrasts his portrayal of disciplines as closed, limiting and elitist with an alternative one of disciplines as complex, permeable and contested spaces (eg. Parker, 2002). I propose that critical pedagogy needs to reconsider the value of disciplines. In so doing I suggest that disciplines and critical pedagogy potentially have much in common; crucially both are threatened by the onslaught of commercialisation within higher education and the attendant distortion of educational values. I suggest that disciplines potentially provide resilient and safe spaces from which to defend the complexity of higher education in the face of mechanistic segmentation and simplification.

Accepting the importance of interdisciplinary, as argued by critical pedagogy, I suggest this should be achieved by starting from a position of strength – intellectual and organisational – within our disciplines. From there we can build the vital alliances of interdisciplinarity through which the emancipatory values and purposes of higher education can be pursued.

Critical pedagogy may rightly argue that we need to consider new and different forms of knowledge and ways of creating knowledge (eg. Giroux, 1992). However such knowledge must still be complex and rigorous for higher education to have any social value.
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