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The Recognition of Value in Pedagogical Innovation: The Power of the Tides  (0042) 
This paper focuses on the dynamic of dissemination and how ideas become valued both internally in a ‘home’ institution and by the wider academic community. One might be forgiven for thinking that it will be easier to raise awareness, influence and instigate changes in thinking locally amongst colleagues than with wider networks, yet experience suggests that the converse is common. We focus on our experience of dissemination activity associated with the Centre for Interprofessional e-Learning (CIPeL), which is a Centre for Excellence in Teaching and Learning (CETL). The aim of the CIPeL is to embed innovation into interprofessional learning (IPL) curricula through the use of e-learning across the health and social care sector.

We explore the dynamic, which appears to exist between internal and external influence or ‘in-reach’ and ‘out-reach’. Although these terms were developed in a review of project approaches to embedding educational technology into institutional teaching and learning practice in higher education (Dempster & Deepwell, 2003) they potentially apply to the dissemination of any pedagogical innovation. We build on Dempster and Deepwell’s concepts of ‘in-reach and ‘out-reach’ by exploring how they actively relate to one another. Drawing on empirical data on the influence and reach of the CETL (King, 2008) we attempt to theorise findings about the dynamic that suggests that influence that is manifest more widely eventually impacts on the home institution in a manner akin to tidal flow. Ability to capture the power of the tides has implications for future dissemination strategies.
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