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Exploratory study of the early career trajectories of newly qualified researchers (0204) 
The development of researcher capacity has become a priority issue in UK and European Union (EU) policy agendas (see Brine, 2007). Doctoral education is now constructed in policy circles as a preparation for a career as a professional researcher, even if there is also acknowledgement that more has to be done to make this an attractive career pathway. Recent studies provide some statistical data on career destinations of UK Research Council funded students. However the career trajectories and career needs of the wider population of newly qualified researchers remain an under-researched area.

This gap in our understanding will begin to be addressed by a study supported by an award from the Society for Research into Higher Education. It uses a mixed-method approach, utilising desk-based research as well as quantitative and qualitative data-gathering. It is based in methodological frameworks that attend to plurality, agency and equity (McNay, 2000). An online questionnaire focusing on career paths will be administered to newly qualified researchers who have completed their studies within the last three years within one English pre-1992 HEI. After data analysis supported by SPSS, 6 respondents will be identified for semi-structured interviews to probe emerging issues and to illuminate aspects such as disciplinary affiliation, professional location, employment status, age, gender, and ethnicity. The paper will report on methodological issues arising in the conduct of the early stages of the research and the questionnaire findings.
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