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Ethical Code Of Conduct And Practices Using Human Subjects In Educational Research In Malaysian Public Universities  (0178) 
Unlike other countries where IRB (Institutional Review Board) committees are set-up specifically to safeguard the “rights” of the subjects or participants, Malaysian universities mostly rely on EPRD; a government body that oversees the general conduct of research. Recent interest and popularity in the use of qualitative methods of collecting data commonly using observation or / and interview techniques which involves the participation of human subjects and mostly children under the age of 18 suggest greater possibility that the children may be put to risks. Issues of voluntary participation, risks and benefits, confidentiality are often discussed scantly in research procedures and the lack of proper code of ethical conducts and practices when using human subjects may be the reason why students or researchers are less then forthcoming on the matter. This paper reports on the ethical practices involving human as subjects in research in four institution of higher learning in Malaysia. The research was conducted in two phases (i) documentary search (guidelines and theses) and (ii) interviews. Analysis of data is primarily interpretive and early findings show that researchers’ interests in doing research ethically are related to (i) level of awareness of such practices (ii) availability of codes/ guidelines and (iii) cultural norms and sensitivities (iv) most importantly how easy or difficult the practices might impact on completing their research projects. Lecturers and course advisers were more aware of the ethical issues in doing research compare to students but were no more committed or encouraged to practice. All however, agree that some forms of codes or guidelines “might be useful” to be adopted by the institutions.

