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Do National Diploma Students Have Realistic Expectations of Higher Level Study? (0242) 
Although some work has been carried out on expectations of students progressing within higher education (Avis et al 2003) there has been little research conducted in to what students progressing from further education expect from their higher education course (Long and Tricker 2004) and in particular how widening participation has affected students expectations (Bennet and Kottasz 2006)

This paper is a case study focussing on a group of animal care students at Plumpton College. 35 students were surveyed towards the end of their course to ascertain their expectations of the requirements of higher level study.

All students thought that higher level study would involve an increased workload coupled with increased tutor contact time. All were concerned as to how they would finance their study.
The students expectations differed dependent on whether they were intending to progress or not. Those who had applied for a higher education course anticipated a ‘challenging’ experience whilst those not considering progression to level 4 thought it would be ‘difficult’.

Although inappropriate to generalise, these findings indicate it is important that students receive information on the financial aspects of higher level study and the contact time with tutors that they will receive in order to appropriately manage expectations.
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