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Cross-border Mobility of International Student in Taiwan: Its Value and Motivation (0138) 
The cross border mobility of international students has a long tradition in higher education. Historically students migrated internationally to be associated with world renowned scholars or to further a disciplinary knowledge base; in the contemporary era they are more likely to study in the global arena for advancement of degrees, diplomas, or certification. Until recently the patterns of cross-mobility in Taiwan reflected traditional trends; large numbers of university students from Taiwan studied in the United States and Britain while very few incoming international students chose the island nation as a destination. In recent years the influx of international students to Taiwan has increased significantly from a few hundred to a population of 21,005 in the year 2007. This qualitative study conducted during the 2007 – 2008 academic year was undertaken to examine the factors influencing international students’ choice to study in Taipei, Taiwan. Focus group interview and survey questionnaire were administered to students coming from 17 nations. Findings suggest that the motives for growth in internationalization and the landscape of programs for incoming international students are at a crossroad; implications call attention to the inequity between the motivation for and reality of large number of international students.
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