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Biomedical Science - to Work or not to Work? (0270) 

This case study focuses on the comparison between students on two versions of a programme, one that incorporates work-based learning and one that does not. To become HPC registered practitioners, Biomedical Scientists in the UK must hold an approved Honours degree and have completed a portfolio of competence to practice, which entails working in an approved training laboratory. Recently, the option to complete professional training alongside academic study, and gain academic credit for the learning at work, has been developed. At Liverpool John Moores University students for this Applied route are selected during semester 1 from those who initially register for Biomedical Science. Applied Biomedical Science runs a ‘reverse day release’ pattern, with students completing a minimum of 1000 hours in the training laboratory during the three years of a full time degree programme and gaining 60 of the required 360 credits for work-based learning. This poster will outline the action research outcomes from initial analysis of the first cohort of students, centred on a comparison of the Applied Biomedical Science and Biomedical Science groups. It will consider student support and guidance, adaptations made to the Applied route during its initial run, intermediate achievements, completion, and final awards for all students, and draw tentative conclusions about the student experience and value of undertaking such a programme.
Although this is a case study, within the context of a vocational degree with clearly defined workplace activity and learning goals, it is hoped that discussion of the continuing challenges, current solutions and ongoing developments will be relevant to many professions and across national boundaries, and that insight from other subject areas will contribute to developments for Biomedical Science.

