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Towards a political economic theory of value in education (0299) 
In this paper I explore theoretical conceptions of 'use' and 'exchange' values of
mathematics in education within a Cultural-Historical Activity Theory (CHAT) perspective; after Engestrom, I view the contradiction between these as the essential, 'primary' contradiction at the heart of - i.e. within the object of - schooling activity. I draw on Lave & McDermott's (2002) study of 'estranged learning', and from Marx's Capital. From the former, which explores the analogy between 'learning' and 'labour' and draws intimately form Marx's (1844) early essay on estranged labour, one deduces the source of the learner's alienation from learning in the 'forced' conditions of education, which cast the learner as a 'grade producer': alienation is hence accounted for by the concept of the exchange value of knowledge and mathematics education. However, I find their conceptualisation of commodity and value incomplete, and turn to Marx's Capital to find the correct meaning of use-value, and hence also of the exchange value of schooled knowledge. I conclude that the use-value of mathematics education derives from (i) its value to learners in consumption, and (ii) its value in enhancing (mental) labour power. On the other hand, its exchange value arises form the value of school labour-time that is required for its production; this is then reflected in the 'entry price' for any mathematically-demanding further study, or career.
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