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Paper 2: Aspirations, subject choice and drop out: decision-making amongst AS Level mathematics students. (0297) 
The paper begins with a summary description of trends in university degree subject choices and considers how these are influenced by gender, ethnic and social class (using the survey data). This analysis motivates an exploration of ideological values that serve to construct social groups and social identities, such as those defined by aspects of gender, ethnicity and class. We bring a critical discourse analytical approach drawing on ideas of intersectionality (Collins,1999). Specifically, we analyse students’ cultural models and situated identities (Gee, 1999, Holland et al, 1998) regarding university and career choices in terms of the ways they challenge and/or reinforce ideologies that maintain the status quo across particular social group identifications.

We found that in articulating their intentions regarding degree and career choices that students draw on a number of ideological values, e.g. as a son, a daughter, a wife, a future worker and/or a successful independent person, and that these were used in the construction of nuanced gendered, ethnicised and classed narratives. We found a difference in the articulation of White and Asian students with regard to university subject choice; while Asian students tended to articulate the mediation of familial cultural social rules, White British students tended to draw on discourses of individuality.
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