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Paper 1: Renegotiating identities: mediation of troubling AS Level mathematics. (0290) 
This paper considers how students narrate their educational choices and decision making. ‘Canonical’ narratives (e.g. “when troubles come, aspirations adjust”) were constructed for 44 interviewees. (We use the construct of “narrative”, in the sense of Ricouer (1984), (see also, Venema, 2000), and as developed in educational settings by Bruner (1996) and others. These allowed us to identify three categories of what Bruner (ibid.) calls ‘troubles’: troubles-about-maths (e.g. maths is hard), family troubles , and troubles with ‘the value of learning’ (e.g. A’ grade media studies worth more UCAS than a lower grade in AS Mathematics). They drew on a number of cultural models to do with to do with family cultures, performance and adulthood, which could be interpreted as mediating their university degree subject choice
We found that in the face of troubles how students (re)negotiated their identities was mediated (i) by a number of cultural models and (ii) by the quality of their identification with a specific intended career. Decisions about whether to continue, or not with learning mathematics sometimes were significant to the direction of their trajectories.

Bruner, J. (1996). The Culture of Education. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.
Ricoeur, P. (1984) Time and Narrative, Volume 1. Translated by Kathleen McLaughlin and David Pellauer. 281 p.

Venema, H. (2000). Identifying Selfhood: Imagination, Narrative, and Hermeneutics in the Thought of Paul Ricoeur (Mcgill Studies in the History of Religions), SUNY Press.

