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Participation in HE across the life-course: the socially embedded trajectories of mature students (0223) 
This paper will explore how the educational experiences and aspirations of adults who attained higher education level qualifications later in life feed into the educational decision-making of other family members, providing the potential to ‘inject’ social capital into a family. The paper will draw on data from an ESRC/TLRP-funded project which explored educational decision-making as an embedded social practice. The project specifically explored how and in what ways (non) decision-making about higher education amongst non-participating adults with Level 3 qualifications is embedded within social networks consisting of family members and friends. The study focused on sixteen such networks, and the resultant sample of 107 individuals included 11 individuals currently aged in their thirties and beyond who had attained their Level 4 qualifications when they were over 30 years old. Amongst this sub-group were partners, siblings, parents and friends of the Level 3 adults forming the main focus of our study.

The paper will explore the extent to which older network members are able to facilitate the transmission of social capital both downwards to younger generations and horizontally between siblings and friends potentially providing bridging and linking capital to other network members. The paper will conclude that the educational experiences of older generations can be critical in shaping the HE perceptions of network members, and mostly in positive directions.

