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Cultural capital as an explanation of variation in entrance and retention in higher education (0222) 
Variations in students’ transition from school to university have been explained on the basis of differences in cultural capital. It has been suggested that a student will choose to participate and be retained in Higher Education. This study used a survey instrument (developed from Sullivan’s study of young people’s cultural capital) to distinguish between sixth form students in their final year of schooling with ‘low’ and ‘high’ cultural capital. The sample size was 504: the full cohorts of students present on the day that the survey was administered at each of three institutions: two schools and one sixth form college. Factor analysis indicated that there was one coherent ‘cultural capital’ factor. Several multiple regression models were used to investigate the effect of parental background, institution attended and academic achievement on cultural capital. Results indicated that parental cultural capital and students’ academic achievement were significant explanatory variables. A sample of 32 students (18 high cultural capital and 14 low cultural capital) were followed up through focus groups and email correspondence. Students with low cultural capital were less likely to participate in Higher Education and more likely to drop out if they did participate.

