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Threshold concepts and meta-learning capacity (0221) 
The study represents what is believed to be a first attempt to operationalise the empowering concept of metalearning (being aware, and in control, of self as learner) in the specific context of learning a threshold concept. A ‘metalearning experience’ is firstly constituted in terms of an opportunity for students to be made aware of, and reflect on, themselves as learners within a taught module in microeconomics. This awareness is prompted by, and focuses on, a learning profile that is generated online through the completion of the Reflections on Learning Inventory (RoLI).

The second part of a ‘metalearning experience’ is constituted in terms of an opportunity for students to interpret their respective profiles and write a short and undirected reflective account of their interpretation. This twofold exercise is repeated after an ensuing period in which students engage the learning of module content encapsulating a threshold concept, but differs in that the RoLI response context is shifted specifically to the learning of the threshold concept in question.

Available for analysis are matched sets of both qualitative data (the reflective accounts based on the interpretation of the learning profiles) and quantitative data (the RoLI responses used to generate the leaning profiles). Data analysed here emanate from a research project involving three UK universities, two of which are represented in the present study with one foregrounded in terms of a relatively large sample of c. 300 participating students.

Findings are that a metalearning experience can be successfully constituted and encapsulated within the learning of a threshold concept for a majority of students. There is however variation in the success (or not) of the metalearning experience, the detail of which reveals much about the dynamics of changed or changing metalearning capacity in relation to the threshold concept concepts considered.

