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What is the value of an ePortfolio? (0216) 
Eportfolios have rapidly established themselves as a key feature of higher education as universities strive to meet the auditing requirements of personal development planning (pdp). Initial university ePortfolio pilot projects suggested that students were unlikely to engage with the ePortfolio unless it was assessed (Chalk, 2008) and ePortfolios could be seen as representing a shift from pdp as a process (for development) to PDP as artefact (auditing).

Our question was:

Can ePortfolios provide value in increased engagement with learning?

Rather than evaluating existing commercial ePortfolio options we decided to explore the use of RGA (repertory grid analysis) as a means of identifying key personal constructs related to eTechnologies that might be employed to support personal development. RGA is a method of providing insights into how a person constructs their unique view of the world (Kelly 1955). Four scenarios were chosen based on the pdp work of researchers. Our initial analysis showed how differently we had developed our work and several key constructs arose including:

Transformation 'versus' recording identity
Ownership
Audience
Conformity

This paper will explore the implications of this work and the further RGA data derived from staff and students. It describes a shift amongst staff engaged with pdp towards eTechnologies that could be seen as enabling a more nuanced and contextualised response to the process of supporting student learning as opposed to simply meeting the requirement for ‘reflection as national policy’ Clegg and Bradley (2006:465).
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