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Valuing the voice of past students: a dual perspective (0308) 
Having recent experience of the transition from university to employment/further study, alumni have a unique, under-represented, dual perspective to contribute, as ex-student and current employee/employer, to the ongoing debate on the role of HE in preparing students for the world of work (Leitch, 2006).

This paper presents the findings of qualitative research intended to explore the views of past students, focussing particularly on the value they placed on the role of university in preparing them for their current positions, whilst also examining their perceptions of current students.

Based on four case studies, participants were recent Sport Science graduates who undertook a work-based learning (WBL) module who, now employed, are placement providers for current students, thus continuing a cycle of contributing to their employability, reflective practice and professional development.
Following participant interviews, thematic analysis was conducted to identify common themes as well as unique patterns of personal experiences. The semi-structured interviews enabled participants to present their stories as narratives (Connelly & Clandinin, 1990) and to explore issues important to them.
Whilst particular emphasis was placed on the contribution made by their WBL experiences, findings show the participants relied on the totality of their university experiences (both curricular and extra-curricular) to provide them with the skills and knowledge required to gain, and sustain them, in their current roles (Moreland 2005; Tchibozo 2007). The participants also reflected on their motivations for becoming a placement provider which, whilst varied, all suggest reciprocal benefits for the university, current students and the alumni (Sharda & Butler, 2004). Given participants’ recent knowledge of programme content and university life, particularly pertinent were the comments made regarding the subject knowledge areas, personal traits or behavioural skills they value in students and how these could be further enhanced through, and outside of, the curriculum (Knight & Yorke 2004).

