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Where Next? Mapping and Understanding the Post First Degree Destinations of Mature Disadvantaged Students in three Higher Education Institutions. This study was part funded by the Combat Poverty Agency Research Scheme in 2007 (0048) 
The aim of the proposed study is to explore the post first-degree destinations (employment, postgraduate education or otherwise) of students designated as being ‘mature disadvantaged’. Whilst much emphasis political, rhetorical and systemic has been placed on generating wider forms of access for this heterogeneous group of adults, very little consideration is given to what happens to them post-graduation. In addition underpinning this shift is a strong human capital model, as the rationale given by and for the state in supporting disadvantaged students in higher education is reference to the increased economic benefit for the student and for society. The study will work with samples of ex-students from three quite distinct institutions: NUI Maynooth, Trinity College Dublin and Dublin Institute of Technology. The three HE institutions involved are active, committed to and deemed to be successful in working with this cohort of students through creative, innovative and targeted measures. But their effectiveness has not been measured.

We will seek to measure the economic, social and personal benefit of their participation in higher education and identify barriers to further progression in their career or graduate studies. This will be done through using numerical and non-numerical modes of data by involving time-stratified samples of ex—students who have graduated from their first degrees.

