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Perceptions of learning and teaching by part-time educators in medicine and dentistry (0152) 
This paper will present the results of a qualitative research project conducted with part-time educators. Whilst there has been some research undertaken on roles and use of part-time educators in HE (Husbands, 1998, Husbands and Davies, 2000 and Puplampu 2004), and on the work of graduate teaching assistants (Park, 2004 and Abbas and McLean, 2001), there has been little investigation of the ways in which part-time educators view learning and teaching. This paper will identify how these part-time educators view teaching and learning and how attendance on courses for educators in HE affects these perceptions.

The research has been carried out using an online survey of all current and completed participants on the Certificate, and interviews with participants at various stages. It identifies the views which part-time educators have of their role as teachers before they begin the programme, and analyses how this is formed by previous experiences of teaching, by preparation for teaching, and by the culture of departments in which they work.

The sets of data are compared to assess to what extent attendance at workshops on the Certificate programme affects the perceptions and approaches of these staff, and identifies ways in which professional courses reinforce or challenge prior convictions about the role of these staff.

Finally, the paper argues that there is a general need for part-time educators to feel more involved in the curriculum that they deliver, and for them to feel that they have greater influence on content and teaching methods. This is particularly true for those part-time staff who are facilitating work-based learning, as they display symptoms of isolation and lack of consideration which colour their views on their roles as teachers which, in turn, can influence the ways in which students approach their studies.

