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Interrogating Values in Higher Education: perspectives from a private university researching and teaching on Muslim cultures (0226) 
While debates about the values and purposes of higher education are widespread (e.g. Robinson and Katulushi 2005; Graham 2005), most of these debates in the UK have been situated in mainstream, publicly-funded institutions. In order to broaden the debate, this paper investigates perceptions of the purposes and values of higher education expressed by international staff and students at a private university in London. By globalizing the interrogation of values in higher education, this paper aims to interject the views of international learners and staff into a debate, which has, to date, been largely Eurocentric.

The university where the research took place is a privately-funded, international, secular, postgraduate university, whose teaching and research mandate is to investigate and understand Muslim cultures and knowledges from historical and contemporary perspectives. The distinctive mandate of this university suggested the question of whether there are specifically Muslim values in respect of higher education, and if so, what those values might be. This paper presents the results of the research and attempts to link the findings with current debates.
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