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At one with each other? Transforming institutions and transforming knowledge (0030) 
This paper investigates the impact of the new policy milieu in South Africa on the faculty of education at historically white Afrikaans university, namely, the University of Pretoria (UP). The challenge for UP was to reconfigure not only its race and gender profile at doctorate level, but also to transform its understandings of research, conceptions of truth and of knowledge.

By reviewing the doctorates that were awarded at the faculty of education at UP from 1985 to 2005 at 5 years interval (1985, 1990, 1995, 2000, 2005), Herman (2008) maintains that neither the political transformation in 1994, nor the new policy context, were able to transform conceptions of knowledge at doctorate level. Change however began to take place after 2000 through direct leadership intervention in the Faculty of Education. As the faculty became less centrally regulated and more open to different ways of thinking and governance, significant changes took place in the way knowledge was presented at doctorate level. Yet it appeared that this change was constrained by the conservative epistemic environment of the faculty.

The aim of this paper is to provide in depth analysis of the doctorates that were awarded at UP from 2000 to 2007, in order to explore deep as well as superficial changes in the understanding of knowledge, truth and research at historically Afrikaans university. It does so by analysing the range of topics, questions, research approaches and methodologies used by doctoral students in education. The study sets this analysis in the context of the epistemic environment of the Faculty and examines the impact of such on knowledge transformation.
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