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Doctoral Education: A New Focus for Public Policy? A Global Consideration (Research Domain- Higher Education Policy) (0194) 
In recent years governments have become more aware of the need to generate wealth from within their own resources, viewing doctoral holders as an important element in its human capital. Graduate education is perceived as a valued element of higher education. This paper will examine worldwide trends in the provision of doctoral education, drawing on policy initiatives of particular countries - Brazil, Estonia, Australia, China - and on a wide range of available data, including studies prepared for the UNESCO Forum on Higher Education, Research and Knowledge. Worldwide demand for doctorates has grown and international doctoral student numbers have multiplied. Set against this, in countries such as the UK and US, is a marked drop in 'home' doctoral students, particularly in science and engineering. As a result governments are responding in a number of ways. One approach is to stress the 'efficient' production of doctoral graduates, emphasising quality, completion time and effectiveness of delivery. Measures evaluating the research are becoming more common. In some countries bodies are established as a means of concentrating doctoral student resources. Admission criteria can be specified by governments, and the setting of doctoral students' target numbers is becoming more widespread. Other government policies such as those relating to access and equity can be brought into the equation. Whereas the UK continues to emphasise the importance of institutional autonomy in this area, there is a noticeable shift elsewhere to a policy of 'steering' doctoral education much more directly.
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