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Using Research-Teaching Linkages to Enhance Graduate Attributes: a sector-wide research project.  (0031) 
This research project formed part of QAA Scotland’s Quality Enhancement Theme Research Teaching Linkages: Enhancing Graduate Attributes. It concerned the progressive development of graduate attributes throughout the continuum of undergraduate and postgraduate programmes. The project considered how best to support the achievement of such attributes through utilising research, creative, scholarly and performance work to inform the curriculum, teaching, learning and assessment activities, and the learning environment. The theme comprised one sector-wide project (discussed here) and nine disciplinary projects.
The sector-wide inquiry operated at institutional, departmental and curriculum level. We considered how links between research strategies and activities might best support the student learning experience in ways that could enhance learner achievement of research-type attributes. We adopted a broad, inclusive definition of research. The focus was on the student learning experience, institutional processes and, the development of graduate attributes associated with research.
20 Scottish HEIs participated, varying widely in size, profile and mission. A framing tool was constructed to identify and elicit, at institutional, departmental and curriculum levels, the particular strategies, policies and practices adopted.
The study has contributed both case studies of innovative practice as well as a framework for analysing degrees of institutional and departmental readiness to enhance research-related graduate attributes. This helps identify barriers likely to impede successful research-teaching linkages.

The paper subsequently discusses how one university, with Scottish Funding Council support, is now building upon the sector-wide project to develop a strategic four-year approach to fostering and embedding graduate attributes throughout the curriculum and across the institution.
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