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What are students’ experiences of research-based learning initiatives and what ‘added value’ do they provide? (0179) 
Whilst Universities UK (2002) refer to the ‘vital interdependence of teaching and research,’ as supported by authors such as Jenkins et al. (1998) and Brew (1999), there are other studies (e.g. Hattie & Marsh, 1996), which support the converse and conclude that there is little, or no relationship between research and teaching. Such lack of resolution over the research-teaching nexus has resulted in varied practice amongst higher education institutions in the degree to which each has adopted research-based learning initiatives.

The benefits of research-based learning (e.g. Jenkins et al.,2003), has encouraged many academic departments to incorporate elements of this into their undergraduate curricula. This paper focuses on students’ experiences of one such initiative: An Undergraduate Research Scholarship Scheme (URSS) run by both Warwick University and Oxford Brookes University.

The aim of URSS is to provide undergraduate students with the opportunity to develop their own research skills and experience first-hand what it is like to be a member of a research team, actively involved in cutting-edge research.

Through analysis of questionnaires and interviews conducted with URSS participants and their supervisors, it has been possible to evaluate the students’ experience of this form of research-based learning. There is also consideration of what ‘added-value’ research-based learning initiatives such as URSS bring to students’ learning beyond the traditional learning and teaching methods.
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