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Constructions of value in vocational learning in further and higher education transitions.  (0132) 
This paper aims to develop an understanding of the value of vocational learning in the transition from further to higher education. It presents the theoretical framing for empirical research in 10 further education colleges and two higher education institutions in Northern England. Different theoretical frames for conceptualising transitions are discussed: a social cultural approach focusing on learners’ identities and learning cultures(1); a markets and choices approach that considers the positioning of institutions in relation to each other and the learners and professionals in these institutions(2); and an identity, structure and agency approach. In discussing these frames the paper will draw on qualitative empirical work with learners, FE and HE tutors and lecturers and key professionals from a policy-driven initiative in England, a lifelong learning network. The emerging issues are: how are different valuations of vocational learning and learners developing – for example, there is evidence of different perceptions within this field from views of learners as in ‘deficit’ and ‘in need of therapy’ (3) or ‘academic top up’ to those that seek to construct learners within a ‘capability’ model (4). The paper seeks to theorise these differences and understand how these different conceptions relate to different learning cultures, different institutional positions and the positionings and identities of learners, tutors and key professional policy activists.
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