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The Value of the Scholarship of Pedagogy in Adverse Settings (0108) 
This paper discusses the value of the scholarship of pedagogy (SoP) as a “pathfinding route” (Shulman 2004) in settings where it is not a mainstream academic practice. By drawing on the constraints, shortcomings and achievements of multidisciplinary SoP projects carried out at the University of Minho (Portugal) since 2002, I will illustrate features of SoP as a transitional state whose scope, impact and sustainability are affected by the lack of a favourable culture, and whose value can only be partially assessed with reference to universal standards of quality scholarship.
Criteria to assess the quality of SoP are usually research-oriented and there has been some criticism on the reduction of SoP to research-based teaching as distinct from scholarly teaching or excellent teaching (see Bowden 2007; Kreber 2006). By reducing the value of SoP to its quality as research, we may run the risk of not taking into account the complexity and uniqueness of pedagogy and professional development. Actually, an epistemology of practice cannot be reduced to disciplined inquiry and can never be fully captured by it. However, the problem may lie not so much in seeing SoP as a research-oriented activity, but rather in wanting pedagogical inquiry to be similar to, and reach the same academic status as conventional discipline-based inquiry. I suggest that this may not be the case, especially in adverse settings, which does not necessarily mean that SoP is not valuable in those settings. I argue for a notion of value as situational relevance, which presupposes that the assessment of SoP must entail an understanding of contexts of practice, since these largely determine its feasibility. In fact, its value may lie exactly in the (more or less successful) struggle to make it possible in contexts that disempower practitioners to pursue it.

