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Reconciling diverse orientations to civic engagement in the context of an engaged curriculum. (0311) 
Civic engagement, as espoused in many institutional missions, encompasses a diversity of goals, strategies and activities which latterly include approaches to teaching and learning e.g. community based or service learning. The advent of such initiatives supports claims that many academics subscribe to a civic role for higher education (Paterson and Bond, 2005). Potentially, these initiative run counter to trends such as the retreat from academic citizenship, posited by Macfarlane (2005) and the atrophy of the affect in higher education, lamented by Cowan (2005).

I argue that the actual process of embedding ‘pedagogy for civic engagement’ highlights some of the tensions which are characteristic of contemporary higher education. I draw on findings from a multi-site case study carried out within Irish higher education (Boland, 2008). A range of ‘orientations’ to civic engagement was discerned, reflecting different values and priorities of key actors. Academics’ ambivalence about the place of values in higher education poses a particular challenge. While issues of workload and recognition impact, academics’ orientation and the centrality of civic values to the discipline prove crucial to the sustainability of initiatives. These findings highlight the challenge of reconciling competing goals and values for those seeking to infuse the curriculum with a sense of the civic.
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