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Valuing the vocational: international approaches to vocational education and training in higher education (0028) 
How important is vocational education in higher education? What trends can be discerned internationally? How has innovation in teaching and learning contributed to the development of VET? What value, therefore, does the higher education sector place on its vocational programmes?

This paper explores innovation in the practice of VET in the context of the international policy agenda. The paper draws upon a recent review of innovation in pedagogy in VET conducted for the National Centre for Vocational Education Research in Australia and focuses on how England has addressed the need for vocational education through a variety of practices.

The United Kingdom has a long history of vocational education (Hillier, 2006). In England there is a clear government agenda to increase the higher level skills in the workforce to maintain and improve its position as a world player on the economic stage (Leitch 2006). The OECD (2006) and the EU (EC, 2005) exhorts member states to take urgent action to meet the challenges arising from globalisation and competition.

The paper argues that most research conducted internationally is concerned with the structure of VET, its role in meeting the economic agenda of governments and how stakeholders such as employers and employees hold conflicting views about the value and purposes of VET. It argues that pedagogy is a largely tacit and implicit component of VET and enjoys limited research focus.
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