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Priceless conceptual thresholds: beyond the 'stuck place' in writing (0058) 
This paper explores the idea of conceptual threshold crossing in the writing process, stuck moments, moving on, valuing the pricelessness of preliminality, the vision of a possible movement through a portal and the creative leap into focused, formed writing. Our work is based on formal and less formal collection of narratives from academics who write, including ourselves, and from those who support and supervise the writing of both academic staff and doctoral students. We suggest five ideas in particular may unpack the identification and crossing of conceptual thresholds in writing:

Busy work
Busy work both substitutes for more conceptual, focused, ideas and completion and provides necessary stages and momentum to enable them.

Conceptual critical and creative work
Research into conceptual threshold crossing in doctoral learning journeys (Kiley and Wisker, 2008; Wisker and Robinson, 2008) indicates supervisor and student awareness of using reading to underpin writing.

Patchwriting
An essential phase through which writers progress as their voices emerge and is a process through which students, and academics, pass as they develop writer identity and voice.

Mimicry
Is a stage in writer development involving forms of expression initially lacking understanding or ownership, necessary activity and rehearsal stage preceding or accompanying development of the writer’s own voice and repertoire.

Writer identity
Never stable, it can be a troublesome process and a constant source of disjunction

We explore expressions of changes and challenges in our respondents’ and our own writing work arguing for the importance of stuck places, preliminality and the fluctuating challenges of writing articulately in one’s own voice(s) in appropriate conceptual, critical and creative ways.
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