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A key focus of the FurtherHigher Project on widening participation in higher education is the experience of transitions into and through higher education in dual-sector institutions (that is, institutions which are providers of both further and higher education). This paper draws on data from qualitative case study fieldwork in four partner dual-sector institutions, involving in-depth organisational studies and following eighty students moving between further and higher education. The fieldwork has included interviews with students, tutors and institutional managers, alongside the collection of fieldwork observation records.
The paper considers the nature and significance of boundaries, transitions and transfers in the case study contexts, taking a socio-cultural approach to understanding the ‘terms of engagement’ in changing forms of higher education. It builds on recent research exploring teaching and learning cultures in tertiary education and the cultures of higher education. As in these studies, the concepts of habitus, field and capital developed by Bourdieu are used to examine issues of structure and agency in the context of higher education transitions. The paper discusses how institutions, students and lecturers engage in moving between further and higher education in dual-sector institutions. Boundary crossing appears as a key feature in the data. The paper explores the experience and meanings ascribed to boundary crossings and considers the implications for widening participation in higher education.






