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Internationalising pedagogies and practices: investigating the effectiveness of m-learning and teaching strategies for international learners

Mobile technologies are increasingly commonplace in the lives of learners. However, the technology and associated skills are often identified with leisure and lifestyle, rather than learning (JISC 2005). Nevertheless, as the UK higher education sector aims to respond to government policy, it has taken on board the new technologies and is seeking to harness their potential for enhanced learning and teaching outcomes, widening participation and global competitiveness.
An apparent response to the new technologies and policy-driven initiatives in higher education is the development of multiple forms of educational delivery. With the recognition of the diversity of learners and their varied needs, ‘redundant’ delivery methods are emerging. This involves the provision of complementary learning and teaching materials, designed and delivered in multiple formats, aiming to address disparate needs and expectations. Mobile learning (m-learning) can be viewed as a field which is growing, in part, in response to these new conceptualisations.
While mobile technologies have been widely adopted in the primary and secondary sectors, the use of mobile devices as learning tools is still at a formative stage in higher education and the associated practices and pedagogies are under-theorized. Therefore, this research was undertaken to develop podcasts as m-learning and teaching tools, to evaluate their perceived effectiveness by international learners, and to engage in the discussions and debates concerning the pedagogies of m-learning.
This research focused on the use of podcasts as an m-learning amplification in a blended learning context. The pedagogic goal was to extend students’ ‘learning surface area’, to establish a resource of mobile ‘expertise on demand’, and to provide mediated learning (LSRI 2007). The podcasts aimed to capture ideas about the core skills that learners require for academic success in their discipline and to archive that knowledge for ubiquitous access. A salient feature of the podcasts was that core academic skills were presented not by learning and teaching professionals, but by the academic staff who actually assess learners and by the learners themselves.
Fifteen podcasts were recorded and edited, made available on-line, and used in conjunction with face-to-face classroom teaching. International learners were chosen as the initial group to use and evaluate the podcasts. As has been noted (Warwick 2007), this group of learners is of major importance to UK universities and is one which might be expected to have diverse needs which might not be addressed by traditional British academic practices.
Based on the preliminary results of the research, this paper explores international learners’ perceptions of the effectiveness and desirability of m-learning, the role of redundancy in learning, and the ensuing pedagogical implications. This paper aims to build on theories of pedagogical effectiveness with an emphasis on the international dimension.






