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HE Lecturers Researching HE Issues: A Problematic Element Of Contemporary Academic Practice

This paper focuses on the phenomenon of HE lecturers researching HE issues as a part of their academic practice.* There are signs that the potential value of this research – for both teaching quality enhancement and for the advancement of scholarship – is being increasingly recognised at different levels of the HE sector. For example, a number of HEIs have invested in various forms of support for lecturers investigating HE issues, especially issues of pedagogic practice and student learning. At national level, documents from the 2008 RAE have included some of the strongest statements yet of recognition for pedagogic research within the disciplines. It would be fanciful to suggest that there is anything approaching parity of prestige, between disciplinary research and pedagogic research. Nevertheless, the steady increase in the number of journals and websites, publishing practitioner research into pedagogical issues within the disciplines, indicates a modest sea-change.
Despite these positive developments, it has to be acknowledged that the position of pedagogic research within contemporary academic practice is at best ambiguous, and at worst a very poor relation. It is still rare for pedagogic research to be a prominent part of HEIs’ research strategies and HR strategies. Inducting lecturers from across the disciplines into the methodological culture of pedagogic research may involve a daunting journey (Stierer and Antoniou, 2004). And building a community of educational researchers across large and diverse institutions can be fraught with logistical, professional and micro-political difficulties. For many academics, involvement with pedagogic research is viewed as a form of career suicide.
In this paper I draw upon a survey of academic developers in over 30 HEIs whose responsibilities include the leadership, promotion and development of pedagogic research, as well as a range of documents from a sub-set of these HEIs. I examine policy factors, organisational factors, operational factors, and intellectual and attitudinal factors. I attempt to answer questions such as:
· Is it (a) desirable, and (b) feasible, for pedagogic research to be a significant and prestigious element of the academic practice of HE lecturers?

· What are the factors, at national, institutional and departmental level, that enable lecturers to get involved with pedagogic research, as part of their professional practice, without fear of self-marginalisation?
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* My main interest is in the phenomenon of HE lecturers investigating aspects of pedagogic practice and student learning. However, I also include research concerned with issues of policy, organisation and philosophy, as well as research focused on such social issues as communities and identities. I sometimes use the term ‘pedagogic research’ as a shorthand for this broad range of activity.






