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Using concept maps to bridge theory and practice in the observation of teaching

Participation in peer observation with colleagues or observation as part of a postgraduate certificate in academic practice is seen to potentially “lead to transformation of both perspective and practice” (Bell, 2001, p. 29). Models of teaching observation that emphasise reflection and self-evaluation of observed teaching in the context of both experience and educational theory are seen as likely to lead to enhancement of teaching skills (Hammersley-Fletcher & Orsmond, 2005). As such, the relationship between the theory and practice of teaching is seen to be self-evident in the process of reflective teaching observation. However, in the collaborative social context of teaching observation feedback discussion, the focus on specific events within observed practice potentially leaves undisclosed the individualised conceptual structures and personalised language by which observer and observee understand and articulate their theories of teaching.
Concept mapping is proposed as a method whereby an observee’s individualised prior knowledge structures can be disclosed in advance of participation in teaching observation for the purposes of facilitating critical discussion. This presentation reports on the preliminary outcomes of the piloting of concept mapping within teaching observation as a strategy for enhancing the relationship between the theory and the practice of teaching. The authors will report on the data derived from a comparative analysis of post-observation discussion in teaching observation using concept maps and teaching observation using traditional narrative feedback mechanisms as they facilitate critical interpretation and evaluation of practice.
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